
Department of Il)eblclne 

Alexandria Bay, 1;. p. 

Dear Alan: 

1;r. Lowdents s ec re t a ry  has aryived and I 
8 m  imposing 03 h e r  good nT.ture t o  w r i t e  you about 
a mat ter  vi: i c h  I would h?ve broiight up i f  we had 
gone t o  lien York t h i s  week. 

Can you suggest t h e  names o f  any prorrii- 
nent rcen vl-0 might be v i l l i n g  t o  sponsor cn organ- 
i z a t i o n  being formed i n  Chicago t o  t r y  t o  keep us 
out of tkie war? It i s  being organized b:i a young 
law s tudec t  a t  Yale named R. Douglas,.: S t u a r t  Jr ,  
( son  of one of t h e  Quaker Oats S t u a r t s ) ,  E?. f i n e  
Soung fellow, e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  i n  e s rnes t  . Ee has 
got General Vood (Chaimian of t he  Board of Sears,  
Roebuck & Go.) t o  head h i s  c o m i t t e e  wi th  a good 
number of b i g  shots  as members, including: 

General Charles G. Dawes, 
IIanf ord LlacNider , 
Zddie Rickenbacker, 
Louis J. Taber (head o f  the  Grange), 
Z:erle Tliorpe ( U .  S. Chamber o f  

James 0. f.Iooney (G.enera1 Xotors),  
3 d w r d  L. Ryerson Jr.) of Chicago 

P h i l  LaFol le t te  

C omrnerce ) , 

S t e r l i n g  Xort on 1 

He i s  t ry ing  t o  avoid p a c i f i s t s .  I am enclosing a 
statement o f  h is  p r inc ip l e s .  

:!hat I am wondering i s  whether e i t h e r  o f  
the  Fosdicks might be vrorth asking. 
i n  general  how they f e e l  about non-intervention. 

You would know 

Can you suggest anyone e l s e  who might 
prof i t a b l y  be approached? 

Florence's f a t h e r  endorses t h e  p r h c i p l e s  
wholeheartedly but he i s  t e r r i b l y  r e l u c t a n t  t o  lend 
h i s  name t o  any "movementtt with p o l i t i c a l  implica- 
t i o n s  i n  an e l e c t i o n  y e m .  Florence and I n e  s t i l l  
working on h i m ,  however . 
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I, personal ly ,  f e e l  t hn t  t h e  danger  of 
our entrance i n t o  the  war transcends a l l  other  is-  
sues a t  t he  present  time, but most o f  t h e  people 
I know disagree  with me. 

I should l i k e  t o  see some importent 
r ep resen ta t ives  of American mediclne and of 'the 
kigher  l e m n i n g  i n  !u.ierica" on t h a t  l i s t ,  S t u a r t  
th inks  he i s  going t o  ge t  Dykstra (Pres ident  of 
'3iscons b) and Charles Beard ( t h e  h i s t o r i a n )  . 
You Ere riore l i k e l y  thrm anyone e l s e  I know t o  be 
aivare of t h e  convict ions on t k i s  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  
s o r t  o f  men I have i n  mind. If any l i k e l y  names 
occur t o  you, would you be good enough t o  l e t  me 
have them? I s h a l l  assurne t h a t  you do not wish 
t o  be quoted as suggesting a name unless  you give 
me s p e c i a l  permission t o  do so. 

ii'ith bes t  wishes from us both,  

Very s ince re ly  yours, 

D r .  A l a n  Gregg, 
Rockefe 11 e r  Foundation, 
49 West 49th, 
ITew Pork City,  E. Y, 



-CY COWlITTEE Tb DEFWD M I C A  FlRST 

PRINCIPLES 

1. The Thited States must now concentrate all its energies on 
building an impregnable American defense. 

2. American dmocracy must be preserved by keeping out of the 
European War. 

3. Further extermion of "aid t o  the Alllee" beyond the l imita- 
tions of caeh and carry weakene our own defensive strength 
and threatens t o  involve America in  war abroad. 

OBJECTIVES 

To exprees and prcnnote opinion favorable t o  the above principles. 

To counteract the forces leading this country toward war. 

To give sane national leadership t o  the desire of the maJority of 
the American people t o  keep out of the European War. 

To register this opinion with Congress. 

ORGANIZATION 

To bring together all  American people who see eye t o  eye on these 
(This does not principles reeardless nf differences on other matters. 

include Fascist, Cwununist, or pacif 1st persons ) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

National Camittee of prcminent representatives of a l l  
points of view and occupations. 
mittee shall consist of two persona frm each state. 
It shall be non-partisan. 

Ultimately this Com- 

Executive Canrmittee of f i f teen members of National 
Camnittee t o  formulate policy and t o  supervise the 
execution thereof by the Director. (General Wood, 
the Chairman, w i l l  pick the executive committee from 
those members of the National Committee.) 

Director t o  run the National Headquarters and carry 
out the detail work. 
l i c i t y  and radio work. 
by the Chairman. 

This office w i l l  handle pub- 
A l l  work must be approved 

Local  Committee of locally prcminent citizens who 
will supervise act ivi t ies  of local direCtor. 
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ORGANIZATION [cant ' d) 

5. Local Mrectnr t o  run the local office. 
t h i s  Individual is already contacted. He will be 
reteponslble t o  Local Capnnittee. 

In most casea 

6. National Treaeurer. This individual, whan the Chairqran 
shall select; w i l l  be reapaneible directly t o  the 
Executive C d t t e e .  

INITIAL PROGRAM 

1. National Advertieiag 

(a) A national campaign announcing the Camnlttee'e existence 
a8 a rallying point for public opinion ( t o  be run Immediately 
on collIpletian of the &mmittee). 

(b) A aeries of national advertisements timed t o  counteract 
rising hyateria urgiq Americans t o  keep their  heads. 

2. Letter Campaign 

A sinrple statemerrt crf our objective8 w i l l  be mailed t o  all 
peraona on the large mailing lists of Senators T a f t  and 
Wheeler. 
They w 3 l l  be ursed t o  write the PreeirPent and their  Congress- 
men. 

(Senator Wheeler ' e  l i a t  is approximately 13,oOO. ) 

3. LocalCatqpaim 

Local directors thrsughout the couhtry w i l l  be selected fran 
those who have volunteered thew eervicee. These men w i l l  
direct a local campaign coneieting of local publicity, 
circulation of petitions, holcllag of' meetings, etc. 


